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SUBJECT: MAURITIUS DOMESTIC POLITICAL SCENE 
REF: PORT LOUIS 0055 

1. ANNOUNCEMENT OF REPLACEMENT ELECTED MUNICIPAL COUNCILS BY 
APPOINTED COMMISSIONS (REFTEL) HAS CREATED LITTLE PUBLIC IMPACT. 

2. NOW EXPECTED THAT PRIMIN MAY PROCEED WITH NEW CABINET 
NOMINATIONS BY END OF WEEK. IN ONLY NEW DEVELOPMENT, MAURICE 
LESAGE, LEADER OF SMALL OPPOSITION PARTY, UDM, HAS GIVEN UP 

ITS LEADERSHIP TO GUY OLLIVRY, FORMER MINISTER OF PLAN BEFORE HE 
RESIGNED TO BECOME CO-FOUNDER OF UDM WITH LESAGE. SINCE LESAGE 
KNOWN TO BE STAUNCHLY ANTI-DUVAL, APPOINTMENT OF OLLIVRY MAY 
PRESAGE SOME MANNER OF ACCOMMODATION WITH PMSD. SPECULATION 
ALREADY CURRENT OVER POSSIBILITY OF "COALITION WITHIN THE OPPO- 
SITION." 

3. UDM, HBWEVER MAINTAINS LINE THAT PMSD, UNDER DUVAL, HAS NOT 
BEEN TRUE OPPOSITION PARTY AND HAS IN FACT BEEN AN ACCOMPLICE 
IN SUPPRESSION CERTAIN FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF MAURITIAN PEOPLE. 
THUS, NEW UDM LEADERSHIP MAY SEEK TO WEAN PMSD MEMBERS AWAY 
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THAN SUSTAIN INTRANSIGENCE BETWEEN TWO PARTIES AS REPRESENTED 
BY LESAGE. 

4. FURTHER DETAILS WILL BE SENT VIA AIRGRAM/MEMCOM. 

SULLIVAN 
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